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Dear Parents 

Welcome back to school. I 
hope you all had a wonderful 
break from the school      
routine and enjoyed having 
your precious children at 
home.  

I love this time of year        
because the weather is 
amazing and experiencing 
the change of season from 
Autumn to Winter is       
beautiful. 

I am filled with great          
excitement for the future sitting here writing my first 
newsletter as Head of Yellowwoods. There are not 
many schools who can boast such beautiful natural 
surroundings. My two sons spent many happy 
years at Yellowwoods which gave them solid     
academic roots to build on in their future school 
careers. I firmly believe that the foundation a child 
has, starting in Pre - School, are the most critical 
which set the tone for future success, not only   
academically but also socially and emotionally.  

I am excited about this new chapter of my life and    
confident that Yellowwoods is presently in the     
position to continue to offer quality education and 
grow in numbers not only in the classrooms but 
also in the boarding house.  

At our first staff meeting on Monday, I asked the    
teachers this question, “Why do you teach?” and 
below are some of their responses. 

“To make a positive difference in each child’s life”. 

“I love seeing the look on a child’s face when they 
get it right!” 

“I am passionate about helping children.” 

“To make a difference in even one child’s life, and 
to  bring a little kindness, care and knowledge to a 
little person.” 

At this staff meeting I also mentioned an idea I had 
about moving the Nursery classroom, which has 
started bursting at the seams into the Grade 00 
and 000 classroom. This meant that a few teachers 
would have to shift classrooms which is a huge  
undertaking! Well, before I could continue, this    
energetic and dedicated group of teachers said, 
“Lets do it tomorrow before the children return!” 
And now we have a wonderful and more spacious 
area for our little people to children to enjoy.  

With change in leadership, it is inevitable that there 
will be a few changes elsewhere. I promised to give 
you all some feedback regarding the homework 
survey and policy. After taking all the responses 
into consideration the staff and I have made the 

decision to start afternoon prep sessions three 
times per week. Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. 
Therefore as from Monday 3 May school will now 
end at 15h30 with the bus leaving from school at 
15h45 on those days and NOT 14h45 as in Term 
1. This allows all the class teachers a 45-minute 
prep session on these afternoons after sport. This 
decision we believe will alleviate so much anxiety 
and stress for everyone involved. 

Please note that this is not compulsory, and you 
are welcome to collect your son/daughter after 
sport at 14h30 if you would prefer to do homework 
with your child. Please note that the younger    
children who use school transport and stay for  
aftercare will also leave later AND there will be no 
increase or additional charges for this extra time 
and supervision. 

On a Wednesday, the buses will all leave after 
lunch at 13h45 to allow the teachers time for staff 
meetings and professional development sessions. 
It is essential to have this time together as an   
academic staff to become the best teachers we 
can be for your children. 

Sport will commence from Monday so please take 
note of the sport timetable attached so that your 
child/children can bring the correct sport       
equipment to school. We are in the process of 
connecting with other schools to organise hockey, 
rugby, and netball matches. Under the latest 
COVID regulations we have been informed that it 
is possible to resume matches between schools, 
without spectators at this stage. Please look at the 
second term calendar which will be attached. 
There are some very exciting events being 
planned in June to celebrate the schools 25th 
birthday. 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a huge 
thank you to Barry Mildenhall, Chris and Colleen 
Louw and Michelle and James Comyn for the top 
dressing that went onto the sports field. Also, to 
Emile Bernhardt for the sport equipment. Your   
generosity is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you for entrusting your precious children 
into our care and I am looking forward to a busy, 
positive and fantastic term. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me is you 
have any queries or 
ideas to grow our 
unique school      
Yellowwoods. 

Mrs Julie Sparks 

Yellowwoods Principal  

 


