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Dear Yellowwoods Parents & Community 
 

Teachers and children are all back in a steady 

rhythm, and it is a pleasure walking around and 

seeing everyone settled and happy. Despite the 

heatwave, which the teachers and coaches have 

managed by frequent dips in the pool to cool off, 

we have had a very positive start to the new year. 
 

Our Parent Orientation evening was well attended, 

and we really value the relationship we have with 

our parent body. This is essential to ensure that 

your child is experiencing success not only       

academically but also socially and emotionally.  
 

When entering a new phase in Grade 1 and Grade 

4, it is a big jump for most children as some must 

move campuses and meet new teachers. At 

Yellowwoods, it is ideal as the children know their 

teachers well and their environment is already    

familiar to them, and they feel safe. So, with no 

wasted time, our academic curriculum is up and 

running. It is always amazing to get feedback from 

parents and the following WhatsApp came from 

Yaya’s mom in Grade 4 to Mrs Schneider:  
 

“Hi Estie Just to let you know that I am super      

impressed with the level of work you give our kids. I 

love the research concept and getting them started 

so early with referencing. I pray we get more work 

like that. Thank you so much for challenging their 

minds.”  
 

We are working hard in the Senior Primary Phase 

to develop the three Cs through Project-Based 

Learning: 
 

  Collaboration, Creativity and 

Communication Skills  
 

Mrs Bouwer is doing a marvellous job in Grade R 

and 1 and both classes are thriving under her   

gentle, calm, and organized teaching style. Being 

experienced in both these teaching areas is a huge 

advantage to ensure that every child is given the 

opportunity to use their potential to the fullest.  
 

We are very pleased to welcome a new family to 

our school. Charne Bezuidenhout and Brendon 

Brown will be sending their young Cole to our  

nursery class. We wish them a very happy journey 

at Yellowwoods and are looking forward to getting 

to know them.  

The children were very excited when our very own 

horse named Champion arrived last week in his 

horsebox. The ‘Working with Horses ‘programme 

will be commencing this week. A huge thank you 

to Natalie Mildenhall for loaning Bellaboo to our 

school. Private horse-riding lessons will be offered 

from Monday 7 February and a letter with an     

indemnity form to sign will be sent home next week 

if your child is interested. 
 

I pray that you all have a wonderful week further. 

God Bless  
 

Julie Sparks 

Important  dates 
 Friday, 28 January - Assembly and         

Bakerman. School closes at 13h00. 
 Tuesday, 1 February - Reptile Adventure 

Presentation, R40.00.  
 Friday, 4 February - Assembly and         

Bakerman. School closes at 13h00. St       
Andrews Prep girls Mini Cricket festival in 
Grahamstown. 

 Tuesday, 8 February - Senior Primary     
Soccer match. 

  Monday, 14 February - Mini Cricket match 
vs Bedford Country School.  

 Monday,  21 February -  Senior Primary 
Cricket vs Bedford Country School. 
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Nursery, Grade 000 and 00  
by Kate Morgan & Vanessa Brown 

 

“Anyone who thinks that they’re too small to 
make a difference has never met the honeybee.”  
 

Our year started with an amazing buzz… Our   
little busy bees are ready to start their new 
year at the Pre-Primary.  It is incredible how 
time flies and the little ones from last year are 
now looking after their little nursery friends. 
We kicked off the first term with ‘The Creation’ 
theme, which is always a hit.  Even the teachers 
are amazed every year to be reminded that our 
beautiful world was created in only six days.  The 
people created on the 6th day helped us to   
transition into our next theme, ‘All about 
Me’.  We will be learning about my body, senses, 
family, emotions, and community, during the next 
month.  We will keep you posted regarding    
posters and presentations coming up. 
Matching is the name of the game during our  
numeracy periods. The children have been looking 
at all the different ways objects, colours and 
shapes can be matched.  We always start the 
year at the beginning of the alphabet. Letter ‘Aa’ 
and ‘Bb’ have been explored. We focus on the  
beginning sounds these letters make and listen 
carefully to where we can hear the sounds in 
simple words. 
Fine motor and perceptual activities are        
highlighted in the children’s day as they get to 
learn while playing with play dough, colour sticks, 
puzzles, different cutting and pasting activities, 
as well as beading, threading, and building games. 
While learning about the world, our own bodies 
and making new friends, the children have settled 
into their new class routines seamlessly.         

Participating in gross motor activities with Mr 
Bernhardt and going to swimming lessons with 
Mrs Bouwer, learning isiXhosa as well as weekly 
class music, the children are loving Pre-Primary 
life at Yellowwoods. 


