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Dear Parents 
 

We have made it!  We have survived the 2020 school 

year, despite all the complications and challenges that 

have been thrown our way.  We started off the year 

with our visit from Umalusi, which we felt went off well.  

We received the amazing news a few weeks ago that 

we have received our Umalusi accreditation.  This is a 

massive achievement and thanks must go to all the 

staff for their help and dedication in ensuring that all 

the policies were in place and have been implemented.  

Although Umalusi is a daunting and scary process, it 

was hugely beneficial as it forced us to put pen to  

paper and write down exactly what we are doing at 

Yellowwoods.  I am very proud that we managed to  

receive this accreditation after one visit to the 

school.  We must be on the right track!   

Before we managed to complete our first term, we 

were placed in hard lockdown and as a country this 

certainly placed many challenges on every family.  We 

have had to make some very tough decisions this year 

and although it was certainly not easy, every decision 

was made to ensure the safety of our children and 

families.  We have been fortunate that we have not 

missed any school time and have completed our       

curriculums.   Having a small school with small classes 

has been tremendously beneficial and the teachers 

and children adapted exceedingly well to remote   

learning. Thank you, parents, for your assistance   

during this remote learning period. I am extremely 

proud of our little school.  We do not know what 2021 

will bring us but we are hoping for a smoother year. 

It’s that time of year when we need to say farewell to 

some children and teachers.  To the children who are 

moving on to different schools, we wish you well and 

hope that we will receive updates from each of you.  It 

is exciting to change schools, I know that the first few 

days will be nerve wrecking, but you will all fly and make 

us so proud! 

To the two teachers who are leaving us this year, Mrs 

Mildenhall and Miss Gilbert.  We wish you both the best 

of luck.  Miss Gilbert is going to be teaching Grade 3 at 

Maris Stella, Berea, Durban.  I am sure she is going to 

love teaching Grade 3 again and is going to be an 

amazing asset to her new school.  Mrs Mildenhall is   

going to have more time to spend with her family, 

which is going to be wonderful for them.  Mrs Mildenhall 

will be able to pop into school to visit and will help when 

we need her, which we are all thrilled about.  We will      

certainly miss both of these amazing teachers but 

hope that they will stay in touch and visit. 

Mrs Mildenhall and Miss Gilbert each wrote an         

incredibly special message to Yellowwoods. 
 

The last three years of my teaching career has been at the 

very special little school Yellowwoods.  When I was offered 

the job it just felt so right and little did I know,        

Yellowwoods would change how I felt about teaching.  At 

the time, I enjoyed being a teacher, but had lost the love 

for it.  However, being at Yellowwoods ignited my passion 

again and I fell in love with my job.  This incredible little 

school has taught me so much about working as a team and 

inspiring each learner to be exactly who they want to be. I 

have thoroughly enjoyed each class that I have taught at 

Yellowwoods and getting to know the children has been 

such a joy. I have formed extremely special friendships 

with the staff that I will treasure forever.  I would like to 

thank each learner, parent and staff member for making 

my last three years at Yellowwoods such a memorable time 

and for allowing me to be a part of such a special team.  I 

will deeply miss each and every one of you and will cherish 

the memories made. I am excited for my new journey, but 

I am definitely leaving a piece of my heart behind as I say 

goodbye to Yellowwoods. I will continue to cheer you on 

and look forward to hearing about all the amazing things 

Yellowwoods is going to achieve in 2021.   

– Miss Gilbert 
 

I have been a part of Yellowwoods School for many years, 
both in the classroom and in the horse arena. The children of 
Yellowwoods that I have had the privilege of teaching will 
forever be in my heart. I feel honoured to have been a part 
of your lives and a part of this special school. I pray that 
God will guide you all every step of your way. I hope that 
you will keep Him in your hearts and remember Him in all 
that you do. Remember- in any situation you find yourself in, 
ask yourself: “What would Jesus do?” (WWJD) 
I pray that God will continue to bless and protect     

Yellowwoods School, all the staff and children, always.     

– Mrs Mildenhall 

I would like to thank all the teachers, support staff 

and the council members for all their help, support, 

and guidance during the year.  We really have the 

most amazing team, and I am excited to see how 2021 

unfolds.   
 

Have a blessed Christmas with your families.  

“Love each other with genuine affection, and take  

delight in honouring each other.”  
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The Grade R’s Graduation 

The Grade Rs also said their good byes to       

Pre– Primary at their Graduation. Even 

though the Grade Rs experienced a bit of 

stage fright it was a memorable occasion 

for all involved. We wish them all the very 

best for “big school” next year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important  dates 
 Monday 11 January 2021— parent, teacher         

orientation meeting at 17h00. 

 Tuesday 12 January 2021— school starts at 

7h40 and ends at 13h00 for the first week. 

There is no sport or school lunch in the first 

week.  

Grade 7 Farewell Dinner  

The Grade 7s celebrated their time at  

Yellowwoods at a farewell dinner hosted at 

the school. Lots of laughter and fond    

memories were shared amongst the learners, 

parents and teachers. It was a lovely      

evening. Congratulations must go to the 

Grade 7s. We wish them all good luck for 

their high school careers.  

 


