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Dear Parents 
 

2021 has really started off with a bang and I am so 
grateful for all the good that has come from this year 
so far.  As a school, we can be thankful for so many 
things. I really would like to encourage the children to 
look around them and notice the good and positive 
things in their lives, and to realise just how lucky they 
are in so many aspects. 
It has been wonderful to welcome some more  
children into the school during the last few weeks.   
I hope the children and their families settle into 
Yellowwoods and enjoy the school as much as we all 
do. 
 
The matric results came out last week and there were 
some truly amazing results from some of our past 
Yellowwoods pupils: 
Talia Aliber received 8 distinctions (Kingswood). 
Jordan van der Meulen received 7 distinctions (SAC). 
Liam Nisbet received 5 distinctions (SAC). 
Jemma Quin received 3 distinctions (DSG).  
We would like to extend our congratulations to these 
past pupils. We are very proud of you all! 
 
The upcoming weeks: 

Mid-term break – The buses will leave school at 
12h00 on Wednesday 24 February and there 
is no school on Thursday and Friday.  School 
will reopen on Monday 1 March with the  

 normal bus schedules. 
 
Inter house fun day on Wednesday 24 February 
 The children will be competing in some fun 

Inter house activities at school during the 
morning.  Unfortunately, we are not allowed 
to have any parents watching.  Children 
should come to school in their sports uniform 
with their house T-shirts on.  New children 
and Grade 1 children will be given their house 
T-shirts at the office (cost of which will be 
charged to your school account). 

Interhouse Gala – Sadly, we will not be having an 
Inter house gala this term as we were unable 
to use the Winterberg School pool for  

 training.  The children have been able to swim 
at school where they have worked on their 
strokes and the more hesitant swimmers have 

been able to gain some much-needed  
 confidence in the water. 
Yellowwoods Golf day – 6 March.  Yellowwoods 

will  be hosting their annual Golf Day on  
 Saturday 6 March at the Fort Beaufort  
 Country club.  We encourage as many parents 

and friends of Yellowwoods as possible to 
support this event.  If you are interested in 
booking either an 18 or 36 round of golf, 
please message Christian Smuts at 083 378 
5991. It really is going to be a great fun filled 
day for families to enjoy playing a round of 
golf together.  Pricing for golf includes a light 
snack and refreshments with dinner and 
amazing prices to be won.  Thank you to the 
team of moms and dads who have worked so 
hard to get this event arranged. 

Reports – Full written reports will be handed out 
on 30 March.  These will be sent home with 
your children. 

Donations – We have been so fortunate to have 
some parents willing to donate generously to 
the school.  An enormous thank you must be 
extended to the following families: 

The Waters family have generously       
donated a new sandpit to the Nursery. 

The Mildenhall family have donated  
 pesticide to get rid of the paper thorns 

around the school. 
The Bernhardt family have helped fix up 

around the tennis court. 
The Bain family have donated 3 scooters 

to the Nursery. 
The Fetting family have donated a water 

table to the Nursery. 
Without the support from our families and the  
community at large, we would not have some of the 
extra things that we have at school. 
 
The children have settled into such a great routine at 
school and have loved getting back into the swing of 
sport and playing with their friends.  Although it is 
not always easy to wear masks, the children have 
been amazing and conscientious about wearing 
them. 
 
I hope you have a wonderful midterm break and get 
to spend some quality family time together. 
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Hearing Screenings conducted at 

Yellowwoods Prep School 

Comprehensive hearing screenings were  
conducted on learners at school by Exclusive 
Audiology from Port Elizabeth last Tuesday.  In 
order to ensure that children have no physical 
barriers impeding their learning, it is vital 
that their hearing be tested regularly. A minor 
hearing loss has proven to have a negative    
impact on a child’s academic progress.  
Parents are encouraged to follow up with the 

Audiologists recommendations  as soon as          

possible, if any were made.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important  dates 
 Wednesday 24 February 2021– Inter House 

fun day and Bakerman. School closes at 

12h00 for half term.  

 Monday 1 March 2021 - School starts at 

7h30. Line up at 7h25. 

 Friday 5 March 2021 - Bakerman.  

 Saturday 6 March 2021 - Yellowwoods     

Preparatory School’s Golf Day at Fort   

Beaufort Country club.  

Grade 1 is FUN 
The Grade 1 children have settled into the demands 

of big school so well and have surprised me with 

their determination and willingness to learn.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

They have eagerly practiced and learnt many new 

Numeracy concepts and they surprised me last 

week as they were able to write in lines.  We have 

spent some time trying to improve their drawing 

skills and have been learning about our 5 senses, 

and how each one works.  Learning about the 

tongue and tasting different food items was such 

fun.  After midterm we will tackle the challenge of 

telling the time and will continue working hard to 

improve the reading and comprehension skills of 

these little people. 
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Grade 4 in the Senior Primary 
The Grade 4s have settled into their new space in the 
Senior Primary very well. The Grade 4 children are a 
pleasure to have in the classroom and have been  
extremely willing to learn. Our lessons have been full of 
learning and laughter.  
NumberSense has been introduced to the Grade 4  
learners this year and it has been an amazing change in 
the way that we learn and think about numbers. The 
learners have been working with blocks to understand 
fractions better and have been problem solving with time 
and money. The main focus has been on learning  
different strategies in order to work with numbers more 
easily and the Grade 4 learners have really embraced 
this new way of thinking and welcomed the challenge.  
In English, we have been focusing on fables and thinking 
about the elements that make up a fable. We wrote our 
own fables last week, using animal characters and  
focusing on a moral. The Grade 4s presented their fables 
on Monday morning, being brave by standing in front of 
the class and speaking with confidence.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Natural Science is a favourite subject for many of the 
Grade 4s. We started the year learning about how  
animals and plants live, using the seven life processes. 
The learners were given kidney beans and attempted to 
grow their own plants. Some of the Grade 4 learners  
definitely have a green thumb.  We have now moved on 
to learning about habitats. We walked around the school 
and found some interesting habitats and they have drawn 
pictures of what they have found.  
 

Well done Grade 4s on a fantastic first half of term. More 
lovely learning to come!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The  

Pre-Primary 

celebrated 

Valentines 

day in style.  
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Grade 7s Rule 

The Grade 7s have adjusted well to their new    

responsibilities as seniors in the school. They have 

been involved in monitoring the juniors, leading 

war cries and saying prayers in line up. They have 

also been working very hard in the classroom. In 

Maths, they have been busy with Geometry which 

has involved a lot of practical exploration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They have been measuring and drawing angles 

and determining the properties of different shapes. 

In English, they have focused on advertising where 

the learners have explored the different techniques 

that can be used. In this unit, they had the          

opportunity to use their creativity to design their 

own products which they produced an                

advertisement for. In Natural Science, the Grade 

7s have been learning about the Plant and Animal 

kingdoms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

They completed a digital project on plant and    

animal adaptations which they were able to share 

with their peers, enabling them to learn from one 

another’s research. They have been fortunate to  

explore the plant life on our campus and identify 

characteristics of different types of plants. They 

Grade 7s are always enthusiastic to learn and 

have embraced all the learning opportunities they 

have been presented with thus far. They can look 

forward to a fun year filled with lots of learning and 

success.  

Lithemba’s Opportunity 

In October last year, Lithemba Sigila,  

auditioned along with 1600 other boys across 

South Africa to be accepted to the world-famous  

Drakensberg Boys Choir School.  Lithemba was 

one of 30 boys out of 1600 who was se-

lected!  Lithemba got 100% for his singing  

audition and “Solo potential” was written on his 

report.  

A remarkable achievement! 

 

Lithemba is eager for this opportunity, however, without financial  

support, he is unable to attend.  Typically, there are bursaries available for 

students who are accepted into the school and unable to afford the fees, but 

due to financial implications from COVID-19 that support is not available.  

We recognize Lithemba’s gifts and potential and are trying to raise funds to 

make this dream opportunity a reality for him.  

There is currently a GoFundMe campaign set up for Lithemba in North 

America which has raised $3125 so far, plus a very generous donation of 

$1000 (R14 000) from Barry Mildenhall’s cousin, (thank you  

Michael Avidon), from the USA!  Thank you so much to Gwen Bonnell in 

Canada (whose children are past pupils of Yellowwoods Prep) for all your 

help with organising the fundraising overseas. 
 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/lithemba039s-opportunity?

utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link_all&utm_campaign=p_cp

+share-sheet 
 

We have also received some donations from friends and family in South 

Africa.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank the following people 

who have so kindly and very generously donated: Barry & Natalie  

Mildenhall, Jock & Sandy Danckwerts, Sean & Janice Hurly and friend, 

Justin & Eleanor Mildenhall, Champs Crispy Fried Chicken and Ros and 

Pete Van Coller.  Thank you to Kevin Sparrow who has kindly offered to 

transport Lithemba to Drakensberg Boys Choir school when he goes and 

will help get Lithemba’s uniform for him. 

 

The tuition at Drakensberg Boys Choir is 

R187 000 per year, with an extra R20 000 

if he makes the touring choir, plus  

travelling costs to and from KwaZulu-

Natal each term.  It seems like a mountain 

to climb, but we are not giving up hope!  

We have raised R63 200 so far! 

We are reaching out to our community to 

please help us make this dream come true 

for Lithemba. 

 

We are hoping to find some corporate 

sponsors, or a group of people who have it 

in their hearts to donate a small amount 

monthly, or a once off donation of any 

amount however big or small. Any amount 

will be so greatly appreciated! It means so 

much to Lithemba, his family, teachers, 

and friends. 

 

 Donations can be deposited into the following Non-Profitable-Organisation 

(with Tax benefits!): 

 Winterberg Bible Zone Ministry 

 Bank: ABSA Bank 

 Account number: 916 521 3434 

 Type of account: Savings Account 

 Reference: Your name + Lithemba Funds 

 

We thank you, from the bottom of our hearts, for the role you can play in 

this opportunity. 
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