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Dear Yellowwoods Community 
 

I am not a person who deals well with cold weather.  I prefer 

the warm weather, the long days and the lush green world of 

the summer months.  This morning was particularly cold here 

at Yellowwoods with our first severe frost all too evident on 

the lawns outside and in my frozen extremities.  But even I 

was impressed with the spectacle of the first rays of the morn-

ing sun glistening off the ice crystals on the tall shoots of 

grass in the veld.  I once again realised the privilege of living 

in this area of the world where extremes are a part of everyday 

life.  It is not uncommon to have a day where the maximum 

temperature approaches 30˚C and the minimum temperature 

falls below 0˚C in the same week.  Last week there was still a 

tinge of green in the veld and this week it is the golden colour 

of ripening wheat.  This makes me realise once again that 

change happens in a very short time.  We often find ourselves 

in circumstances that are difficult and, while in the midst of 

the storm, we cannot see beyond its buffering winds and tow-

ering waves.  However, with experience, we learn to ride out 

the storm because no storm ever lasts forever.  The night is 

often darkest before the dawn.  I have learnt to trust in the 

midst of difficult times.  Trust that this also will pass and 

when one puts your life in the hands of God, you learn that 

not only will this storm pass; from its aftermath will come 

something beautiful and meaningful.  

The Bible teaches us that we must never look at the size or 

severity of the storm because when we do, we will inevitably 

feel overwhelmed and fearful.  Our focus must be on Him 

who is with us in the storm and who has the ability to calm the 

storm with a mere word from his mouth.  The most important 

thing is not the calming of the storm outside of us, but rather 

the quietening of the storms within us.  The presence of God 

allows us to remain peaceful and confident in the worst of 

circumstances.  My quest is to remain within the peace of God 

that transcends all understanding.  I hope and pray that all of 

you will experience that same peace in abundance in the week 

ahead.  

 
Yours sincerely 

 

Ignus Potgieter 

 Important dates 
Friday 8th June - Albany League Hockey matches: girls vs 
DSG and boys vs St Andrews away. Grade 1 Bakerman.  
Monday 11th June - Grade 4 Parent Teacher meetings. 
Tuesday 12th June -  Yellowwoods School 22nd Birthday. 
Grade 5 Parent Teacher meetings.   
Wednesday 13th June  - Grade 6 and 7 Parent Teacher 
meetings.  
Thursday 14th June  - Senior Primary Parent Teacher catch 
up meetings.  
Friday 15th June  - Grade 00 and 000 Bakerman.  
Saturday 16th June - Public Holiday, Youth Day.  
Sunday 17th June  - Fathers Day.  
Wednesday 20th June  - School closes at 12h00 for half 
term holidays. All School Photo orders  due back. 
Tuesday 3rd July - Children back to school by 7h40.  

 
 
 
 
 

Well done to the following children who were 

awarded Stars of the Week Certificates! 

Week 6: 29th May 2018 

Week 7: 5th June 2018 

Grade Name Reason 

1 Isabella Georghiou Good attitude and always trying 

her best.  

2 Lisa Mavikela Neat work and participation. 

3 Lukho Meleni Excellent Maths skills. 

4 Leana Brown Consistent work and effort. 

5 Somila Ndawo Positive attitude. 

6 Katie Heukelman Determination and enthusiasm.  

7 Inga Futa Excellent English oral.  

Art Somila Ndawo & 

Thando Ngcobo 

Progress in Drawing. 

Grade Name Reason 

1 Inga Mbiliini and 

Ona-Odwa Daniel 

Enthusiasm and effort in Net-

ball. 

2 Ezi Ngqoba Love of school. 

3 Micke Botha Helpfulness and effort. 

4 Yamie Qhankqashe Improved work ethic. 

5 Ano Sixolo Helpfulness and effort in 

Maths. 

6 Kevin Bodie Excellent Maths test results. 

7 Inga Futa Excellent book report. 

Art Katie Heukelman  Creativity and craftsmanship. 

Thank you Mr Hewson and Riv-

erside Packshed for their dona-

tions of delicious naartjies. They 

were thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Your generosity is appreciated.  

Art Room supplies needed:  
Dear Parents, the Art room 
is desperately in need of old 
newspapers. Please send 
any you may have lying 
around at home. They will 
be put to good use.  
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From  Dewings  Desk 

Yellowoods and Bedford Country school met for two 
7-a-side rugby fixtures. It proved to be a very even 
contest. The Yellowwood's B team showed great ef-
fort on the field,  losing 3 tries to 2.  
The A team played very well in a tight game, winning 
3 tries to 2, with Dingelihle scoring the winner at the 
very end. Special mention must be made of Junior 
Douw, Lindokuhle  Mhono, Lukho Meleni, Dingelihle 
Lento, and Lelami Ndumndum for excelling in their 
respective matches. 

Hockey Highlights 
On Friday the 1st of June a mixed team of grade 3’s to 5’s 
played a match against Bedford Country School. Consider-
ing it was their first time playing together, they played 
exceptionally well as a team.  
Special mention to the Grade 3’s Josh M, Lithemba and 
Lukho, who put up a good fight as they played their first 
full field hockey match.  
At the end of a nail-biting 45 minute match, Yellowwoods 
walked away victorious, scoring the winning goal in the 
final seconds of the match. Well done to Ano Sixolo and 
Lutwe Kobese for scoring the goals. 

Yellowwoods Chess Champion : 
 Lelami Ndumndum 

 

Lelami played chess in the finals in East 
London last week. He was one of five chil-
dren chosen for the Eastern Provence 
Squad. Lelami says that he really enjoys the 
game of chess because it’s like a war 
where you have to  concentrate, think  
creatively and learn how to strategise. 

Lelami travels to Bloemfontein in July to 
represent the Eastern Cape. Congratula-
tions Lelami—what an amazing achieve-
ment. Yellowwoods is so proud of you! 

Learner Support at Yellowwoods 

It is wonderful to welcome Mrs Macky Cilliers into the 

learner support classroom.  Mrs Cilliers has a Junior Pri-

mary qualification and has taught for over 40 years, with 

many of those years as a dedicated Remedial Teacher.   

 

 

 

 
She has so many new and wonderful ideas and we look 

forward to seeing many happy children visit her every 

week. 
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Coach Kim’s Albany 
League hockey Fixtures 

The past few weeks Yellowwoods has played a number 
of schools in the Albany Hockey League. The boy’s team 

are currently unbeaten and are worthy adversaries.  
 
 

 
 

The girls have been faced with a few tough matches, but 
their determination, grit and sportsmanship have proved 
that they are tough opponents who never give up. With 
only three more league matches left, we look forward to 
finishing the season off on a high note.  Well done to all 

the players for their great performances all round. 

The seniors made the most of a sunny, but freezing 

day, when we sat outside to read our Setwork 

books.  

The Grade 4’s have just started their Setwork book 

for English, Charlotte’s Web. They have also enjoyed 

investigating Properties of Materials and Structures 

and Great Leaders in NS and SS respectively.  

As an English Oral the Grade 5’s demonstrated some 

lovely procedures with a few delicious treats as well 

as learning to make beautiful crafts. The class  has 

also been very diligent in keeping up their diaries 

and add exciting entries every day. In NS they 

made plaster of paris, jelly, oats and even glue. 

These processes taught a lot about the different 

properties of materials.  

The Grade 6’s are studying Micheal Morpurgo’s book 

Kensuke’s Kingdom and thoroughly enjoying learn-

ing more about life at sea and the beautiful story 

that unfolds with a World War Two background, and 

opportunities to question values and appreciate the 

qualities of courage, kindness and survival. The 

Grade 7’s are reading The Pearl by John Sieinbeck 

and also found out a lot more about the book’s 

award winning and brilliant author.  

In the Senior Primary Classrooms cont... 

The Pearl is a big lesson in life, with its theme be-

ing greed and debating the perhaps unrealistic belief 

that material wealth brings happiness.  

So parents, if you have access to these DVD’s at 

home, watch them with your children and use these 

stories to teach worthwhile values and the gifts of 

being courageous, kind and determined.  

The Senior Primary children spent some time in 

their library today just to be reminded about the 

care of books and that if they are not enjoying 

reading its because they are reading the wrong 

books! So we persevere in finding authors they en-

joy and continue to encourage reading a real book 

and spend some time away from a screen. 

On a more serious note, I am often getting the im-

pression that some of our parents are not ware of 

any of the content that their children are learning 

at School and never seem to find the time to re-

quest that their child bring books home for them to 

look at the content and respond appropriately in 

ways that will make you aware of problems or a 

perfect opportunity to give praise and encourage-

ment. Please parents—engage in your child’s educa-

tion, make strict rules about the wise use of tech-

nology, listening to their reading every day (yes up 

to Grade 7) and checking that homework is being 

done independently and efficiently.  

A reminder that our Senior Primary Parent/Teacher 

meetings are next week and we expect all our par-

ents to communicate with us as to what is being 

done at home to complement and enhance their 

daily learning in the classroom.  

We are grateful for sunny days and sharing the 

lives and the learning of your precious children.  

Junior Primary News 
The Junior Primary children are being challenged each week 
to a General Knowledge Quiz. The children have been put 
into 4 different groups and are asked a variety of ques-
tions.  The hope is that their general knowledge skills will 
improve, and that they will also learn to ask more questions.  
So far, the children have loved the challenges are eager to 
have their next quiz. 
Last week, the Grade 1 class had a special treat and they 
watched the Grade 5 children demonstrate different proce-
dures.  There was such a variety of different presentations, 
and the children are eager to make some of these items at 
home.  The Grade 1’s are having fun learning about shapes 
and symmetry this week.  The Grade 2’s have been delving 
into division and grouping items to share equally.  This has 
been a fantastic hands-on part of Numeracy.  We have 
also started looking at Pond Life and will be focusing on 
different life cycles over the next two or three weeks.  The 
Grade 3’s are learning about insects and will be discussing 
the various body parts and characteristics of insects.  In 
Literacy the Grade 3’s are working on alphabetic order and 
writing sentences using the correct tenses. 
Parents are encouraged to read stories to their children at 
home and discuss the story afterwards.  Reading can be so 
enjoyable and relaxing! 


