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Dear Yellowwoods Family
“Education is not the filling of a vessel; it is the kindling
of a flame.”
This statement is attributed to the Greek philosopher,
Aristotle. It captures some fundamental truths about true
education. True education is a process that is unique to
each individual because our talents, potential and
interests are unique. Einstein said that traditional
education systems, in some instances, can be compared to
judging a fish on how well it can climb a tree. The usual
way of assessing the quality of learning just does not
make provision for learners who learn in ways that differ
from the norm. We are striving to develop an educational
system at Yellowwoods that recognises and develops the
unique gifts and abilities of each individual. The
difference in approach is that we see education not as
something that happens from the outside in, but from the
inside out. An egg that breaks as a result of an outside
force means death to the embryo; an inside force that
breaks the shell brings about life. Education is exactly the
same. If we see education as force-feeding children with
information we will instil in them a life-long resistance to
learning and that is a tragedy that we must avoid at all
cost. We see education as recognising each child’s unique
giftedness and then creating an environment where they
are able to discover, learn and apply their new-found
skills. It is, in the final analysis, not what they learn, but
how they learn, that will set them on the course towards
success. We have to remind ourselves continuously that
developing a learner is to bring to the surface the
potential that is already in them; we do not add – we
develop.
These are very nice aspirations, but how do we put it into
practice? We isolated the space in which this
development takes place; relationships. The one thing
about Yellowwoods that has struck me from the first day
that I walked into this place is how often teachers give the
children their full attention. Here you will see a teacher
holding a child’s hand, sharing a special moment in
laughter, looking children in the eye, comforting them
with a hug, encouraging them with an arm around the
shoulders or a pat on the back.
I invite you to join us in our quest to kindle the flame of
learning in the minds of our children. Recognise that they
are unique and that they should not be compared with
others. Our children are perfect the way that they are and
it is in recognising this truth that we create the
environment for them to become everything that they
possibly can be.






matches. Girls vs Oatlands and Boys vs Kingswood at
home.
Tuesday 15th May – School Photo Day in summer
uniform and please bring all your sports match kit to
school.
Thursday 17th May – Little Chefs’ Day.
Friday 18th May – Grade 4 Bakerman.
Monday 21st May – Winter Uniform compulsory.

Well done to the following children who were
awarded Stars of the Week Certificates!

Grade
1

Name
Juliana Morgan

2
3
4

Siso Mlumbi
Caleb Bouwer
Robbie Mildenhall

5

Tara Ferreira

6

Kungawo Fele

7

Licebo Ngwentle

Art

Ano Sixolo

Reason
Improved mat and group
work.
Improved reading and Maths.
Improved Creative Writing.
Kindness and a good result
in the Study Skills test.
Highest mark in the Study
Skills test.
Good results in the Study
Skills test.
Enthusiasm and excellence
in Maths.
Creative expression in Art.

IN THE CLASSROOM
Thank you to all our parents who accompanied their
children to the Study Skills Workshop.

Yours sincerely
Ignus Potgieter




Important dates
Thursday 10th May – Pre-Primary Roots Playgroup,
9h00 – 11h00.
Friday 11th May – Slipper day. Wear your slippers to
school for R10. Civvies are an optional extra at R10.
Grade 5 & 6 Bakerman. Albany League Hockey

All the pupils wrote a test so that they could analyse
their particular study methods and make changes where
necessary.

YELLOWWOODS
Congratulations to Tara Ferreira in Grade 5 who scored
98% in her test. Well done to all the children who
completed the course and we hope to see improved
resuts if the PQRST method is followed correctly and
with perseverence. Our main aim is to prepare our pupils
at Yellowwoods to cope at High School and beyond.
Both the present and the future demand very specific
skills and this can only be achieved through consistent
hard work.
“I am calling on our nation… to develop standards and
assessments that don’t simply measure whether
students can fill in a bubble on a test, but whether they
st
possess 21 century skills like problem-solving and
critical thinking, entrepeneurship and creativity.”
U. S. President Barack Obama, March 2009

Mrs Alison Langston is once again offering
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LOST PROPERTY ALERT: Lost property has become a
problem due to the large number of items not
marked. Parents are please to make sure that every
item which comes to school is clearly marked with
your child’s name on it in an obvious place. Items
can only be returned to the correct children if they
are well marked.
Michael Webb also known as the Pink Fairy
visited Yellowwoods this week. Mr Webb is
well known in the Kingwillams Town
running circles and has even completed the
Comrades Marathon in his trade mark pink
outfit. He does this all to raise much needed
funds for the SPCA. Yellowwoods children
were asked to wear pink and bring R5 each
for the SPCA.

Music Lessons during school hours at
Yellowwoods this term.

Please contact her on 083 4421 945 for more
information and to book a time slot.

!
JUNIOR PRIMARY
NEWS
Yellowwoods is always a hive of activity and the
last two weeks in the Junior Primary have been no
exception.
Reading is the foundation of all learning and to
encourage this as well as celebrate World Book
Day, the Senior Primary children were asked to
read stories to the Juniors. Some amazing tales
emerged that had a few children on the edge of
their seats.

Michael stopped in bright and early on
Monday morning on a marathon run/cycle to
Grahamstown. The children were all
enthralled by his outfit and enjoyed an
inspiring talk on the correct way to treat
animals. Good luck Pink Fairy and thank
you for visiting us!

Slipper Day on Friday
11th May 2018

We encourage parents to read a story to their
children every day. The benefits of reading every
day are irrefutable.

Pay R10.00 and you can wear your
SLIPPERS/CRAZY SOCKS to school on Friday
the 11th May.
You will be helping children your own age who
are sick and who would like to see their
dreams come true.
Help them to have hope! Civvies are optional
at R10 extra.
All Slipper Day money collected is going to
the Reach for a Dream Foundation SA.

