
19 March 2021 

YELLOWWOODS  

 1 

N
E
W

S
 

Farewell from Yellowwoods’ outgoing Principal 

Dear Parents 
 

As my time at Yellowwoods 
draws to a close and I write 
what will more than likely be my 
last newsletter for Yellowwoods, 
I have found myself reflecting on 
my years at this special school.  
  

I started at Yellowwoods in 2004 
as a student-teacher and by 
2007 was appointed as the 

Grade 2 and 3 class teacher.  I have moved around 
teaching various Grades over the years.  
Both my children have attended Yellowwoods and have 
done extremely well.  They have been exceptionally 
happy coming to school every day.  Yellowwoods really 
is a school in a million, and despite the many ups and 
downs, it has remained strong and has a bright and   
successful future ahead of it.  Yellowwoods has an     
extremely special place in my heart and my family’s 
heart, and it is going to be heart-breaking to drive out of 
the gates for the last time.  However, I leave knowing 
that Yellowwoods is in excellent hands with a strong 
council and a wonderful and dedicated new Head and 
teacher.  Julie Sparks was at Yellowwoods before I 
started, so she knows the school very well.  The school 
means a lot to her and I know that she is going to do the 
most amazing things with this school.  Yellowwoods is 
going to FLY! 
I would like to thank the council for their unwavering    
support over so many years.  Without them the school 
would not run as smoothly as it does.  To all the parents 
and children that I have taught over the years, you have 
all been amazing and hold a very special place in my 
heart.  I love seeing how well each child does as they 
move onto bigger schools and I hope that I will continue 
to receive news from parents about their children.  To 
the staff who I have worked with and lead through the 
last few years, they are all the most wonderful people in 
the world, and I can assure you, that your children are 
getting the very best education.  Being a teacher is my 
dream job and I love every moment of it.  I will miss the 
children and the Yellowwoods community, but I hope to 
still be involved and pop in from time to time. 
Getting back to school matters. The teachers have all 
been very busy writing the most  detailed and          
comprehensive reports about each child.  Please take 
the time to read these reports very carefully and go 

through them with your child.   
Having a good understanding of how to assist your 
child will go a long way in bettering their education. 
I wish you all a very happy and blessed Easter with your 

families. 

Mrs Amy Ballantyne 

Yellowwoods  

Principal 

 

Greetings from Yellowwoods’ incoming Principal 

I would like to thank Mrs       

Ballantyne for inviting me to 

spend the morning at       

Yellowwoods last Friday.   

It was wonderful to meet all the 

staff and children and it felt  

familiar and warm.   

This first term is racing to its 

end and I would like to thank 

Mrs Ballantyne most sincerely 

for all the time, help and      

support she has given me so 

that I can take over next term 

confidently and with everything 

in place. She is leaving behind a very happy staff who 

have supported her one hundred percent and pupils 

who are thriving and never missed an educational beat 

during Covid.   

I wish her and her special family well as they embark on 

a new adventure in Grahamstown. 
 

 

A little while ago I was asked to be involved in the    

discussion and survey around the homework policy. 

The staff and I will be meeting before the second term 

commences to discuss all the feedback received from 

the parent body. Thank you to all the parents who  

completed the survey.  I will be sending out            

communication regarding an amended homework   

policy early next term. We are looking forward to    

celebrating the schools 25th birthday in June so watch 

this space for exciting events taking place. 

Wishing you all a Blessed and Peaceful Easter holiday 

and I look forward to getting to know everyone who is 

part of the Yellowwoods family. 

Mrs Julie Sparks 

Yellowwoods Principal  
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Behind the scenes: 
The real truth about Superheroes  

Cara:  My Dad’s superpower is to make the best food 
 for his cows. 
Neo:  My Mom’s superpower is that she can be a Mom 
 and a Dad at the same time. 
Emily: My Dad gets his superpower from drinking       
 yogurt. 
Inakho:  My Dad’s superpower is that he can drive a 
 car really fast. 
Phoebe:  My Mom’s superpower is to go shopping. 
Lwakho:  My Mom’s superpower is to play with me on 
 my jungle gym. 
George: My Dad’s superpower is to make people feel 
 warm like the sun, when it is cold. 
Thomas: My Dad is my superhero and his superpower 
 is to hit a golf ball very far! 
Ben: My Mom’s superpower is to be very strong, she 
 can  lift a round-a-bout, just like me. 
Omphile:  My Mom’s superpower is that she can give 
 the best cuddles. 
 

What an incredible privilege to be a teacher to  
superheroes, they teach us how to fly and do the  

impossible. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YELLOWWOODS LITTLE PRE-PRIMARY BOYS & GIRLS ARE 

REAL SUPERHEROES IN DISGUISE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the last few weeks of this wonderful term, the 

children had a fantastic time being superheroes.  We have 

been learning about the different seasons, singing number 

rhymes, building shapes, getting very clever with their  

geo-patterns and drawing beautiful stories.  The Grade 

000/00s impressed us with their phenomenal presentations 

all about themselves where they revealed what their    

superpowers are.   
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Learning and fun in the Grade 2 and 3 classroom 

It has been a busy few weeks with plenty happening 
in the Grade 2 and 3 classroom.  
In Mathematics the Grade 2s and 3s have been   
focusing on problem-solving. They have started 
working independently and developing their critical 
thinking skills.  
In English, the Grade 3s have been focusing on 
verbs, nouns and adjectives. They have been doing 
some fun activities and using role play as a way to 
make it more exciting.  
The Grade 2s have been working on writing creative   
stories, making sure they are using capital letters 
and punctuation correctly.  
During theme lessons we have been learning about 
the characteristics of reptiles.  

Important note Public holiday: 
There will be no school on Monday 

22 March as it is a public holiday.  

 

 Important  dates 
 Monday 22 March - Public holiday, no school. 

 Friday 26 March - Inter house Mini Cricket.  

 Tuesday 30 March - Final assembly at 10h00. 

Due to current Covid –19 restrictions no  

parents are permitted. School closes at 

11h00 for Easter holidays. 

 Wednesday 28 April - School starts at 7h30 

for the second term.  

The children had fun making their own posters. 
The highlight of every week is ‘Experiment 
Wednesdays’, when we do fun and interesting 
Science experiments. 
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Everyday Superheroes 

The Pre-Primary children enjoyed Superhero Friday 

by celebrating their individuality and inner super 

powers. They were rewarded with certificates for 

their individual strengths. No true superhero is   

without a costume though and their outfits inspired 

the rest of the staff and children to find and       

recognise their unique superpowers.  

 

 

 

 

“There is a superhero in all of us. We just need the 

courage to put on the cape.” Superman. 

 

BOARDING AT YELLOWWOODS  

 

We are privileged to have 4 boarders in the 

hostel this year, the laughter that keeps the 

school alive in the afternoon is amazing. 

We have had a busy term in the afternoons 

with all the boarders and after care       

children. Our hostel is a very special     

home-away-from-home.  It’s a safe          

environment where children are nurtured 

and encouraged to grow.  It has been      

incredible to see the older children helping 

the younger ones, from setting a good   

homework examples, to splashing away in 

the pool under the hot summer sun.  If there 

is one thing boarding school teaches children, 

it is TEAMWORK.  A massive thank you to 

all the staff who put so much into the    

children’s lives! 

‘Alone, we can do so little, together, we can 

do so much!’ 

GRADE 6 NEWS 
The Grade 6s have been working very hard this term and have 

all adjusted well to the challenges that the new year has brought 

to them. In Maths, we have worked through a unit on Geometry, 

which involved lots of practical  

exploration of shapes. The children enjoyed a  

well-deserved treat after working hard to create their own 3D 

shapes using toothpicks and jelly tots. This helped them to iden-

tify the properties of the different shapes. We are now dealing 

with fractions where we have been using counters and drawings 

to help us represent fractions and manipulate them. 

In English, the Grade 6s have been revealing their inner actors. 

They wrote their very own play script and then acted it out in 

front of their peers, using props and different voices to show 

characterization. We have also been  

getting to know the ins and outs of Camp Green Lake in our 

setwork book ‘Holes’. The Grade 6s are looking forward to a 

nice restful holiday after a term of hard work.  


